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Network of Spiritual Progressives

Dear NAME OF ORGANIZATION:


I’m writing to ask NAME OF ORGANIZATION to become a co-sponsor of the campaign for the ESRA—Environmental and Social Responsibility Amendment to the U.S. Constitution as proposed by the Network of Spiritual Progressives.  The ESRA was introduced into the House of Representatives in March as H.R. 156 by Hon. Dennis Kucinich of Ohio. 


The ESRA has a direct relevance to the work of NAME OF ORGANIZATION, and all organizations pursuing a better world. The ESRA is necessary because it would change the playing field upon which national decision-making takes place, both by eliminating the power of money in elections and by requiring that the major US corporations prove a satisfactory history of environmental and social responsibility in order to keep functioning as corporations.  Many of the changes organizations like ours are seeking in the world will be blocked unless we separate corporate interests from the democratic process.


The ESRA does the following:


*Overturns the “Citizen’s United” decision of the Supreme Court and establishes that money is not “speech” and that corporations do not have a “right” to spend money or otherwise influence elections


*Mandates public funding of elections and forbids any other source of spending (directly or indirectly) in elections for the Congress and the Presidency. All private money is banned for major candidates who receive equal funding. Minor candidates (those with less than 5% of public support in polls) do not receive public funding and are not banned from raising private money—until their support rises above 5%, at which time they get public funding and, like the major candidates, are forbidden from any further spending of private money.


*Requires major media to give free and equal time to major candidates and forbids any election-related advertising for major candidates.


*Requires corporations with incomes over $100 million/year to get a new corporate charter once every five years which will only be granted to those corporations which can prove a satisfactory history of environmental and social responsibility (to their workers, to the communities in which they operate, to the larger human community, and to the earth)—and prove it to a jury that is composed partially of ordinary citizens picked at random and partially to experts on environmental, social and community needs. 


*Requires all schools, colleges and universities receiving direct or indirect federal financial support to provide a required course for each grade level from k-graduate or professional schools on environment and on the skills necessary to build global cooperation and caring for each other as the world faces a deepening environmental crisis. These skills include not only scientific knowledge, nutrition, sustainable agricultural, horticultural, sustainable development, and survival skills but also appreciation of nature, environmental ethics, non-violence in actions and speech toward others, genuine caring for others, recognition of the inter-dependence of all life forms, celebration and gratitude, awe and reverence, forgiveness, love, and generosity.

As you can see, this is an unashamedly utopian agenda, but it is also the agenda necessary for the survival of the planet and for the success of all other social movements.  As long as corporations and the wealthy are organized through their effective control of policy in both major parties, they will continue to substitute their needs for those of the people and the earth.

Some people have suggested a more narrowly focused agenda, for example, just overturning “citizen’s united” which would bring us back to the situation we were in before January 2010. But that situation was still one in which the elites of wealth and power, and major corporations, essentially controlled the agendas of both major parties and favored the interests of the rich over the interests of middle income people and the poor and the interests of the survival of our planet. It takes a huge amount of energy to do a campaign for an amendment to the Constitution—why not harness that energy for a goal, which if achieved, would actually make a substantial difference?


Even though the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) never passed, the struggle for it had a dramatic impact in changing popular understanding of the issues it raised. Similarly, even if the ESRA never passes, the changes in consciousness it could yield, the vision of how things could work to the benefit of humanity and the planet, would be immense. 


And it is actually MORE REALISTIC than the smaller struggles that frequently get results that are ultimately overturned by status quo and right-wing interests in Congress and the Administration (of any political party) or by the right-wing and aggressively reactionary Supreme Court. Only this kind of an amendment could change any of that.


I hope that you will become a cosponsor of the ESRA and publicize it to your membership as another activity deserving of their energy and support!  Here’s a great animated video about the ESRA and Citizens United at www.tikkun.org/ESRAvideo, done with the people who created the internet sensation, the Story of Stuff.  

Please read and endorse the ESRA at www.spiritualprogressives.org/ESRA.


Thank you so much for reading this letter, and for all that you are already doing to help heal and transform our world!


Best wishes and hoping to hear from you,


YOUR NAME


EMAIL


PHONE NUMBER, ETC

P.S. Even if your organization decides not to endorse or cosponsor the ESRA, perhaps you personally and maybe a few of the people you know who are activists might endorse the proposal? Please do so at www.spiritualprogressives.org/ESRA.  Thanks!

